SIGNS OF

OF THE SECOND

iy i AN e T -
S Y ",
AN %

i

THE TIMES

" COMING OF CHRIST.

y—

J0SHUA V. HIMES, EDITOR.]

“THE TIME IS AT HAND”

VOL, 1.

BOSTON, MARCH 15, 1841,

[DOW & JACKSON, PUBLISHERS.

NG, 24.

e el

—a ——

[Hlustration of Prophecy.

THEORY OF TYPES. NO. L

Brorrer Himes,—With your consent, I pro-
pose to publish, in the Signs of the Tines, a
series of Nambers, an what wmay be termed a
Theory of Types. 'The want of more methodical
arrangement tnust be excused, The present
Number may serve as an jntroduction. The
subject of the next Number will be the Harmony
of Church Chronoslogy. 1In the third and foarth
Numbers, a selection of calculated antitypes will
be presented, and objections will be anticipated
and answered.

SKETCH OF A THEORY OF TYPES.

The present sketch was originally intended—
not for publication—but as part of a letter 10 a
friead.

My object has been, to discover a general rule
for calealating the period beiween a type and its
antitypes. How far the object is accomplished,
thay not be unworthy of eandid inguiry.

My chronology, if I mistake not, is proved to be
correct ;—first, by the scriplures; secondly, by
the authority of eminent chronologers; thirdly,
by the harmony of the chronology itself Bu
this will form the subject of my next number.

The length of our Suvior’s hife, proves to have
been 37 years: so that the carrent christian era
is 4 years too late. Fromithe creation of Adam
to the birth of Christ, or #rue christian era, must
have been 4107 years, equal to 3 times 37 times
37 years, or 3 times the square of the length of
our Savior's life. From theecreation of Adam to
current A. D., 1846, or true A, D, 1850, are
consequently 5557 years; or 43 years less than
6000, Therefore, if we assume, as the harmony
of events, types, and antitypes apparently re-
fuires, that each of the six days of creation was
seven vears—that the creation of Adam termi-
nated with the 6th day—and that « the Spirit of
God moved npon the face of the waters” for one
year before the six days of creation began ; there
wiil be 43 years from the beginning of ereation
to the creation of Adam-—and 6000 years from the
beginning of creation to current A. D. 1846,

In Matthew’s Genealogy—-if we include Jeho-
takim, who is left out of the text, but inserted in
the martgin, there are fifly individuals from Ar.
phaxed (born 2 vears after the flood) to Christ,
inclusive ; or 49 ancestors. ¥

Also, from the ead of the flood, A. M., 1657,
to Christ, o7 the trae ehristian era, are 49 pene-
rations of years, averaging 40 vears each.” Mat-
thew has divided his gererations into classes:

+ Possibly, the one year, here placed before the
week of creation, should have been placed afier the
year. 1546. In the next Number, we shall see how it
may be.

*T1tid evidént that Matthew, when speaking of gen-
erations, had reference to certain nembérs of years,
which he edlled generations;fbr,  directed, probably,
by the Holy Spirit, he has leit out three kings,

and I have done the same; theugh in a manner
somewhat different. I'rom the end of the flood
to the birth of Isaac, were 450 years, which {in
the caleulation of the times of antitypes] we
must call nine generations, of 50 years each, *
From the birth of Isaac to the ainishing of the
first ternple, were 1000 years, which we must call
14 generations, 0f71 3 7 years each.  From the
finishing of the first temple 1o the birth of Christ,
were 1000 years, which we must cail 26 gene-
rations. The number of generations in thesc
three classes, is, therefore, as 1t should be—49;
or the sum of @, 14,and 26, But. ip the ealcu-
latien of antitypes, the third class, containing 26
generations, niust be divided into two classes:
namely, one class extending from the time of
completing the first temple, to the time of begin-
ning the second, {earrent B. C. 535 and com-
prising 15 generations of 31 1-4 years each ; and
the ether class, extending from the time of be-
ginning the second temple to Christ, and com-
prising 11 generations, of 48 1-4 years each.t
From the true chnstisn era to currant A, D.
1846 [true A, D, 18507 are 1850 years, which
we must call 80 generations of 37 years each;
making each generation egnal to the length of
our Savior’s life. From the beginning of eour
Savier’s ministry, A, D. 30,0 A. DL 1843, nre
49 generations, of 37 years each.

It seems highly probable, that the period of
types [or divipely appointed shadows, fgures,
or patterns of things to come, particularly, if not
exclusively, in the church], beging 43 years be-
fore the creation of Adam. But I shall here
say, the period of types begins not later than the
end of the flood, A. M. 1657, and has its termi-
navion, not earlier thar the death of Christ.

The rule for ealculating the time or date ofan
antitype, is this:

Between a type and its frue antitype, there
are 49 generations of years, This 1s analogous
to the Jaw of Moses, according to which, in the
year of jubilee, things returned to their former
state. The following are a few illustrations of
the rule.

According to the Jews, and the Samaritans—
and T doubt not they were correct, Melchisedee
and Shem, who was in the ark, was the same
person. Melchisedec “ was made in all things

*According to my hypothesis, which I expect fully
to establish ;—from the beginning of creation, to the
end of the week of crealion, were 50 years, which
we must call one generation; and from the end of the
week of creation to the end of the flood, were 1650
years, which we musi call ten generations, of 165
vears each,

t The reason that some of these generations are so
long, and others so shont, is this;that the longest gen-
erations are in the line of youngest sons; and the short~
est generations arein the line of oldest sons. Itshould
have been observed, that by a generation, is here un-
derstood the period from the birth of a father to the
birth of his son. Thus: Adam lived 130 years, and
begat Seth; Seth lived 105 years, and begat Enos,
While there was poligamy among the Jews, a man,
in his old age, might have a son born of a young wo-
nman

lilee unto the Son of God.”” Consequently, Shem
or Melchisedec, in his egress from the ark, or
the world before the floed, or his entrance into
he post-diluvian world ; must bave been a per-
fect type of the Son of God, in his nativity : and
between these two events, or the type and the
antiiype, there are 49 generations. Whether
thre beginning of the post-diluvian world, or the
beginning of what may be termed the new mate-
rial creation, zt the end of the flood, must not
also have been n true type of the spiritual crea-
uon at the birth of Christ; 1 leave 1t for others
1o decide, The first coming of Christ, was not
at hus birth, but was when his public wministey
began. The prophet Daniel did not foretell the
time of Messiuh’s birth; but spelee of the last of
the 70 weeks, and “ the dividing of the week.”
The prophet Malachi had satd, * The Lord whom
ye seck, the messenger of the covenant, shall
suddenly come to his temple.” This our Sa-
vior actually did, at the beginning of his minis-
try~——when he entered into the temple, aud liter-
My eleansed the sancluary, by driving out those
who liad made his Father’s house a house of
merchandise, and & den of thieves, At the frst
coming of Chrtst, there was hkewlse ajudgment.
He said—For judgment I am come into this
world—Now is the judgment of this world—
Now is the prince of this world cast out—He
that beheveth net, is condemned already. As
thera was consequeatly,a judgment, and a cleans-
ing of the sanctuary, begining with the ministry
of Christ, A, I 30: 30 there mustbe a judgruent,
and a cleansing of the sanctuary, 49 generations
after—that is, in the year 1843, “Theu shall the
sanctuary be cleansed.” Again—as the first
judgment was for 3 years, beginning A. D. 39,
and ending with the resurrection of Clirist, when
“the graves were opened, and many bodies of
the saints which slept arose:” so the second
judgment must begin 1n the year 1843, and end
tn the year 1846, when the resurrection of the
saints must talke place. Let us now putthe Rule
for caleufating the time of antitypes, more fully
to the proof.

Allowing the entering of the Jews into the
literal wilderness, to have been the type of the
entering of the christian into the spiritual wil-
derness, spoken of in the Apocalypse—and sup-
posing the time of the Exozus, (for the entering
of the Jews into the wildernes,) to be given; let
it be required to find when the christians must
have eatered their wilderness, according to the
rule, that between a type and its antitypes, there
must be 49 generations,

From the voration of Abram to the Exodus,
or estering inte the wilderness, were © 430"
years. Consequently, as Isaac was born 25
years after the voeation of Abram ; it follows,
that from the birth of Isaac to the entering into
the wilderness, there were 405 years. It s the
opinion of many, and 1 have no doubt of its cor-
rectness—ihat the christian church entered the
wilderness in the year 838, when the decree of
Justinian, esnstituting the bishop of Rome head
of all the churches, was cartied into effect.
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Now, allowing every generation, from the birth
of Isaac, to the completion of the first temple, to
be 7Y 3-7 years; it follotvs, that the 408 years
from the birth of Jsaac, to the entering into the
wilderness, are equal to 5 2.3 generations. And
these 82 3 generations, when added 10 the 9 gen-
erations, frow the flood 10 the birth of Isaac, make
14 2.3 generations from the end of the floed tothe
entering into the wilderness. Therefore, as there
were 49 generations from the ead ofthe flood to
the birth of Christ; it follows, if the above rule for
calealating the times ol antitypes iscorrectthat the
christians must have entered the wilderness 14-
2.3 generations, or 14 2-3 times 37 years, equal
to 5422-3 years, after the true christian era.
Consequently, as the current or vulgsr christian
era is foor years later thaa the true, the chris-
tians must have entered the wilderness, A. D.
838 2.3. The fraction 2-3, which is over and
ubove 53%-—the year when the christians actu-

glly entered the wilderness, may be owing to
0dd months, which are not taken into account in
the caleulation.

You will bear in mind, that the period between
shis type and antitype, or between the Exodus
and the year 538, is more than 2100 years ; and
that the method of calcwlation was nef previously
made to suit this case in particular.

Haviug proceeded thus far, it appeared that I
ought to consider the rule for calculating the
times of the arrivals of antitypes, as demonstrat-
ed. But, by the help of the Scriptures, chrone-
logical tables, and histories of the Jewish and
christian churches, T have since calculated the
times of numerous antitypes, of which the cor-
responding types extend from an era, 43 years
hefore the creation of Adam,to the death of Christ.
Aund, 10 me, it appears beyond all rationnl dis-
pute, that, making due aliowance for the uncer-
tainty of éates, the want of historical documents,
&c. &ec.; the calenlated times of these antitypes,
have all the agreement with the ¢7ue times, that
could reasonably be expected, on the supposition
that the rule of calculation is really correct. %

You will alse perceive, that if, by this meth-
o, the second coming of Christ is actually prov-
¢d to bein the year 1843, it is proved independ-
ently of the prophecies. It appears, therefore,
to be the more important, to inquire what the
prophecies teach concerning the second coming
of Christ,  For on the prophecies cur chicf reli-
ance should be placed.

If I have indeed proved, that frem the begin-
ning of creation to A. D. 1846, there must be
6000 yeats; it seems to follow, first, that the
reign of the sainis with Christ, for a thousand
years, must begin in the year 1848-and second-
Iy, that the theusand years must be literal.

E. B. K.

*Let it not be forgetten, that I confine ihe word
type, to an event, person, or thing, ccourring 49 gen-
eratipns after another event, person or thing, which
I call the enfilype. lsaac, for instanee-—though not
“‘made in ail things like unto the Son of God*'—was
8 very striking figure of Christ, of whom he may be,
and is, called a lype; but not ia the sense in which I
e¢mploy the term. Be it remembered, also, that J
have not asserted, either that every person, thing, or
cvent, in the Jewish chorch, is 2 type—or that I can
always find the antitype. Much less have I asserted,
that every person, thing, or event, whatever, is a type.
Of my doctrine or theory of types, this isthe amount;
~—that in the churches, or the spiritual world, the
most important events, and personages, do, in fact,
recur, figuratively, so much oftener, at the end of 49
generations, than at the end of any other interval—
a6 to establish the general rule.

Note. I had long hesitated, whether to call it
1000, or onhly 998 years, from the completion of Solo-
mon’s tempie to Chris{. But since the ahove Sketch
wae writien, T have concluded to allow hut 999

which is 27 times 3%. Aeccordimg to this finel ar-
rangement, there will still be 2000 years from the
birth of Iszac to the tree Christian era y and the cal-
culated time of entering the christian wilderness will
be A. D. 538 7-12. I have concinded, likewise, to
make the 4th class of generatious from the flood com-
mence, B. C. 536, which was the end of the Babylon-
ish captivity, and the time when Cyrus issued his
proclamation for building the second temple.
With great regard, I am yours, E. B. K.

CHRIST'S COMING AT HAND.
WITHOET A PREVIOES MiiLEniuM. No. 2

Dan, xi. 35, 36, «“ And some of them of under-
standing shall fall, to try them, and to purge
and to make them whire, even la the time of the
end, because it is yet for a time appointed. And
the king shell do according to his will—and
shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished,
Jor that that is determined shall &e done.”

Several declarations in this passage are con-
sidered as positive proof, that the saint’s millen-
inl reign with Christ, on * thrones,’” in ** the
first resurrection’, &e, (Rev. xx. 4—6)1is no
part of it this side ihe *‘resurrection” "of the
dead saints, to be as the angels of God in heav-
en, at and after the end of the world,

1. It declares that some of the saiunts, or per-
sous *of understanding, shall fall to try them,”
&, ¢ even unto the time of the end.” Where
then, is their millennial reign with Christ, be-
forz this* \ime of the end 3

2, It declares that ' the king® [of the bottom-
lesss pit™} or powers af darkness, © shall do ac-
cording to his will,—and shall prosper t:ll the
indignation be accomplished,” And surely, the
a{)poimed “indignation” will not *he accom-
piished” against men while on probatien, a
thousand years before “ the end,” or time ap-
pointed for its being done.

3. The passage declares that this prosperity
of the wicked shall continue * till that that is de-
termined shall be done.” And certainly God
has ** determined’” 1o do great glorious and ter-
tible things at the judgment of the last day.
Then how shall we suppose this prosperity of the
wicked shall give way for the sainis to reign
with Christ a thousand years before # that that
is determined shall be done 1

Dan. xii. 9, 10. .t And ke said, go thy way.
Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed
il the time of the end .’ Many shall be puri-
fied and made white and tried; but the wicked
shall do wickedly, and none of the wicked shall
understand.”’

1. This passage declares, as it seemns most
naturally understood, that * many shall’ be—
tried,” &c. “ll the time of the end,” Then
where is the period of a'l the saints on earth
reigning with Christ a thousand years before
“ the end,” without being tried ?

2, It declares that “the wicked,” (withaout
exceptions) * shall do wickedly,” &e. till the
same “ time ol the end ;7 as the pastage seems
to explain itself. If so, there can surely be no
place for the conversion, peace and holiness of
this sinfol world, with none to “ do wickedly”
a thousand year before “1he time of the end.”?

Dan. ix. 21, 22, T pekeld and the same horn
for power against God] made waer against the
sainls and prevailed against them, wntil the an-
cient of days [the Lord) came and judgment
[finally] was given to the saints, and the time
came (hat the saints must possess the kingdom.”

If we understand this prophecy to mean liter-
ally what it expresses, as s most Scriptural for
us to do, it teaches most clearly and positively,

that there will be & ¢ horn,” or power makin
p g

W

“war with the sants,” and prevailing * agatast
them till the ancient of days” shall come 10 give
“judgment” aund the promised - kingdom” to
the sainte.”” This promise most surely will be
faifilled to all the saints, at Christ's coming and
the end of the world, and not before. How then
shall they enjoy a thousand years of previous
reign and judgment with Chri<t before the judg-
ment, and while the “ horn™ of their enemies
shall be s13] maliing war and prevailitg “ against
them’

Dan. vil. 25, 26. “ And ke [the opposing
* king,” or power against the Lord] skall speak
great words against the Most High—and shall
wear out the sawnts of the Most High— But the
judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his
dominion to conswme and to destroy it unto the
end.”

This is an apparent Tepetition of the prece-
ding prophecy, under another form of expression,
as the word of the Lerd is ¢ precept upon pre-
cepl” &ec. and shows exclusively that, uniil “ the
judgment shall sit,” this *king,” or power
against the Lord, will speak great words against
the Most High—and shall wear out the saints
ull, on that mighty occasion his dorminion shall
be destroyed and consumed ‘““unte the end.”
And surely a thousand years reigo of the saints
while still in these bodies of clay, and worn
“ gui” by their opposing king, speaking great
words against the Most High, “unto the end ;*
would be comparatively sorrowful, pitiful and
humiliating, rather than blessed and glorious, as
in case of ** the angels of God in heaven,™ ac-
cording to the promise repeatedly made unto
them,

CHRISTMAS DAY REFLECTIONS.
The following article would be out of season,
but for its exceilence. En.

“ A merry Christmas™ Is an expression com-
maonly used on the birth day of Him who is our
Savior, and who will be the Messizh, Immanuel,
God with ws. 'This is not the birth day of an
Alexander or a Washington, but of Him whe
when he shall have taken unto himself ** domin~
ion and pewer” at his “coming tnd kingdom’
will be King of kings and Lord of lords. Lk
witl then be that “ his satanic majesty” will be
chained a thousand years, his going up and
down the earth cut off, and duting that length of
iime the gloriour and happy reign of the Messiah
established in its stead upon the roins of Saran’s
kingdorm here, on earth the scene of his triumph,
which has been enacted ever since the flaming
sword was placed to guard the Tree of Life and
the entrance to the garden of Eden. By the
coming of the kingdom of Christ on earth * our
vile bodies will be changed in & moment in the
twinkling of an eye,” our yoke of bondage bro-
Lken, the original design of {God (o man by pla.
cing him in the garden of Eden with the nght
and qualification of free agency; perfected——
the power of Satan destroyed—the paradise and
image of God and the Tree of Life, restored to
sin stricken man through the new covenant in
which Christ bas promised 1o bless all the na~
tions of the earth. Oh! gloricus era in the his-
tary of this fallen world. Ye wheels of iimae
roll on the hour when the earth shall be

“Repewed, improved,

With fertile vale and wood of fertile hough ;
And streams of milk, and honey, flowing song;
And mountains cinetured with perpetual green’

In clime, and season fruitful s af first,
When Adam woke, unfallen, in Paradise.
¥* * * * #* *

.

*

How fair the daunghters of Jerusalem then !
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How glorious from Zion hill she looked !
Clothed with the sun and in her train the moon,
And on her head a coronet of stars,
And girdling round her whist with heavenly grace,
"The bow of mercy bright, and in her hand
Tromanuel’s cross, her sceptre, and her hope.

* * #* ¥* *® #* *
The animals, too, in Eden, lived
In peace, the wolf with the lamb, the bear
And Leopard with the ox,

The time is hastening on when we can look
upon this life as a dream of the

“ Dark stormy night,”

And in the stillness of the grave the frump of
Giod will call these bodies up, renewed, to live
and reign with Christ a thousand years. What
glories will then fill our eyes—what new exta-
cies the soul. The earth we now iread beneath
our feet will then be clothed with living green.
This mortal clothed upon with immortality,
Paradise, with all of its unending joys, will be
ours.’ Puratise! lost by man--by Christ re-
gained. 'Tis there we’ll taste and feed upon the
Tree of Life, with its twelve manaer of fruits,
whose leaves are for the healing of the nations.
Not cnly the Tree of Life will be there, but the
living spring, the sireams whereof shall make
glad ihe eity of our God. Then we shall dvink
in the fulness of immortality. Then we shall
thirst no mere. We shall drink new wine and
eat the bread of life in our Father’s kingdom.
There shall we no mote be sick—no more the
bitter tear shall fall—bat joy unspeakable aad
full of glory—The wonderful “ mystery of
Christ manifest in the flesh’’ made known to us,
Oh hasten the time when *“ the tabernacle of
God shall be with men.” Qb hasten the coming
and kingdom of our Lord and Savier Jesus
Christ. What means that wonderful prophetic
vision of Si. John, but a view of the glorious
kingdorm of Christ on earth '—What are they
but ¥ words true and faithful.” Who is ihis
which testifieth zhese things but Christ, Imman.
uel, who saith % surely I come quickly.” And
to them who Jook for his coming will he appear
& second time * withoui sin unto salvation.”
Do we not live in a day when  the midnight
cry is heard, behold the bridegroom cometh 27
Midnight ery! yes midnight darkness are npon
the churches— What are the revivals here and
there arousing its slumbering members, but the
slight distarbance of theiv dreamy rest. But
there are a few [aith{ul watchmen on the walls
of Zion that are catching the signal sound, that
will electrify the church, as with a voice from
the throne of God; they will call wp their vir-
gins “ to trim their lamps.”  Haster, Oh! has-
ten the time when
% Justice, Mercy, Truth and Love,

Among the people walked, Messiah reigned,
And earth kept jubilee a thousand years” 8. F. G,

LETTER FROM RICHARD WALKER.

Mr. Epitor.~1 have had the pleasure of
reading a large portion of your numbers of the
 Signs of the Times” from jts commencement.
I heariily approve the object of your paper, and
believe it to be very beneficial in the diffusion of
light, on the near approach of the second advent
of the dear Savior, and glorious moraing of the
resurrection—the consumation of the Christian’s
hope; to wit, the redemption of the body.

I admire the spirit with which it is condacted,
its liberality, and fairness, in admiiting argu-
ments bath for and against (if there be any
against) said doctrine; but I think this liberal-

ity is tresspassed upon, and the design of your
paper in part defeated, by correspondents en-
deavoring to pick Mr.Miller's (well established)
theory to pieees, without giviag as good a oue
of their own, and filling vour columns with end-
less questions, and building a Babel of words, or
sentences, from Scripture prophecy, without giv-
ing their opinion when they were, or when they
ever will be fulfilled. Among such, (as I think)
are several communications, signed ¢ Bible
Reader,” who seems to think (if I rightly un-
dersiand him) that nearly all Seripture prophecy
is unfulfilled, and yet in future.

Now, Mr. Editovr, as the doctrine of the near
approach of Christ's second appearing to judge
the world, is creating so deep an interest, and
has such able -advocates, as Miller, Litch. and
others I do think thas it i3 a duty that every
writer owes to the publie, if he wishes to con-
fute said doctrine, or rest the applications of the
prophecies from their advocates, that he shows
that they apply as well 1o something else, and
earty out the connection, so as to make sense,
and satisfy the reader that there may be some-
thing of argument, in his view of the subject.

But what has the “ Bible Reader™ done in
this respect?  Why: afier Mr, Miller had ap-
proved of the “ Bible Readers’ rules of inter-
preting Scripture, and applied the same to in-
terpret Rev. xi. 8, and proved that the two wit-
nesses were the Seriptures; he objects, and in-
terprets them to be the dead bodies of two per-
sons, because the Holy Ghaost introduces them
as *“my two witnesses,” and thinks they had
not appeated, when John wrote, because the
text says I will give power Unlo my two wit-
nesses and they shall prophecy 1260 duys,
clothed in sackcloth.” Now suppose I say, I
will send my two children to a neighbor’s house,
clothed in sackeloth, would that prove to the
“ Bible Reader” that they do not now exist, or
that they would never have any thing more to
do after their return. His other cobjections are
about of the same weight, for, after Mr. Miller
had taken the Bible Readers own rules, and ap-
plied thern 16 the whole account of the twe wit-
nesses (as in No. 18, page 110 of your paper)
and proved hy express Scripture testimony what
they were, and what the beast was that should
make war with them, and what the great city
in which their dead bodies were to lie, he seems
to object to the whole, because it is not literal
enough to suit his ideas, or because the Holy
Giiost has not said so in so many words. See
No. 17, page 1st,objections and questions, Now
as the “ Bible Reader” believes the fulfilment of
his prophecy to be in future: {as he states) and
the two wilnesses to be two literal persons,
clothed with flesh and bleed, and the city they
are to be slain in is Jerusalem, why does he not
take his own way, and show us that the city of
Jerusalem wili be rebuilt again, and that two
such persons with miraculous power, clothed in
sackeloth, will yet prophecy in the ‘streets of it
and that a literal monsirous beast, with seven
heads and ten horns, will make war with them
and kill them, and also inform us what nations
he thinks will then have power over Jerusa]em{
1o prevent them from burying their dead, and
what part of the city will be hkely 10 be sunk,
in the earthquake sfand further, whether the seven
thousand that are to be slain, w Il be likely 10 be
Jews. And then after he has sufficiently stud-
ted the first verse in Revelation, which states
that these things must shortly come to pass, if he
will tell us when he thinks they will come 20

pass, and give us one tenth the proof and argu-
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ment that-Mr. Miller has in support of his thee-

ry, and then he need only to sign kis own name

to his communications, and we will read them

with delight, RICHARD WALKER.
Portsmouth, N. H. Feb. 100 1841,

RETURN OF THE JEWS TO SYRIA.

The following eloqueut extracts are taken from
Der Orient, a German newspaper. It is known
that the Jews have, of late years, been returning
to Palestine. 'The guotation would seem to be-
token an attempt at a general movement. The
allusion to their peculiar fitness to inhabit Syria
—“a land of tumnuli”—from their commercial
habits, is strikingly true, and has a tendency to
* reconcile the ways of God to man” :—

* We have a country, the inheritance of our
fathers, finer or more fruitful, better situate for
commerce, than many of the most celebrated
poriiens of the giobe. Environed by the deep-
delled Taurus, the Jovely shores of the Enprates,
the lolty steppes of Avabia, and of racky Sinai,
our country extends along the shores of the Med-
iterranean, crowned by the towering cedar of
Lebanon, the source of a hundred rivuletz and
brooks, which spread fruitfulness over shady
dales, and confer wealth on the inhabitants. A
glorious land ! situate at the furthest extremity
of the sea which connects three-quarters of the
globe, over which the Phenicians, our brethren,
sent their numerous fleets to the shores of Albion,
and the rich coast of Lutherania, near to both the
Red Sea and the Persian Gulf; the perpetual
courses of traffic of the world, en the way from
Persia and India to the Caspian and Black Sea;
the central country ofthe commerce between the
east and west.

* Every conniry has its peculiarity : every
peogle their own natare. Syria, with iis exten-
sive surrounding plains unfavorable to cultiva-
tion, as a laed of transit of communication, of
caravans.~—~No people on earth have lived so
true to their calling from the first as we have
done. We are a trading people, born for the
country where litle food iz necessary, and this
is lurnished by nature almeost spontaneously for
the temperate inhabitants, but not for ruder north.

* Inno country of the earth are our brethren
so numerous as 1 Syria; in none do they live
in as dense masses, so independant of the sur-
rounding inhabitants; in none do they perserve
so steadily in their faith in the promise of their
fathers as on the beautiful shores of the Orontes.
In Damascus alone live near 60,000,

“The Arab has maiotained his language and
his original country ; on the Nile, in the deseits
as far as Sinai, and beyond Jordan, he feeds his
flocks. In the elevated plains of Asia Minor
the Turkoman has conquered for himself a sec-
ond counfry, the hirthplace of the Osman; but
Syria and palestine are depopulated. For cen-
turies.the battle field between the sons of Altan
and the Arabian wilderness, the inhabitants of
the west, znd the half-nomadic Persians, none
have heen able to establish themselves and main-
tain their nationality ; ne nation can claim the
name of Syria. A chaotic mixture of all tribes
and tongues, remnants of migration from north
and south, they disturb one another in the pos.
session of the glorious land where our fathers
for so many centuries emptied the cup of joy and
woe, where every clod is drenched withvtflle blood
of our heroes when their bodies were buried un-
der the ruins Jerusalem.

“The power of our enemies is gone, the an-
gel of discord has since mowed down their migh-
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1y hosts, snd yel ye do not bestir yourselves, peo-
ple of Jehovah! "What hinders? Nothing but
your own supineness.

*“ Think you that Mehemet Ali, or Lhe suftan
in Siamboal, will not be convinced that it wouid
be bever for him to be the protecior of a peace-
ful zud wealthy people, than, with infinite Joss
of men and money, to contend against the ever-
repented, mutually-provoked insurrections of
the Turks and Arabs, of whom neither the one
nor the other is able 1o give prosperity to the
country ? .

“(gr probation was Iong, in all countries,
{rom the north pole to the south! There is no
trade, no art, which we have not praciised, no
sctence in which we cannot show splendid ex-
amples. Where will you find better proclaim-
ers of civilization to the wild tribes of the east.

“ People of Jehovah, ise yourselves from
your thousand years’ slomber! Rally round
feaders; have really the wiil, a Moses will not
be wantng. The rights of nations will never
grow old; lake possession of the land of your
fathers ; build a third time the temple of Zion,
greater and more magnificent than ever.  Trust
in the Lord, who has led vou safely through the
vale of misery thousands of years. He also will
not forsake youin your last conflicl,”

s oy

Pam——
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CLOSE OF THIS VOLUME,.

Through the grace of cur Lord Jesus Christ we
have been enabled to sustain our enterprize, for one
year, and to bring this volume to a successful ter.
mination. By a review of the past, we are enabled
to * thank Ged, and take courage.” The canse we
advocate, has, during the past vesr, trivmphed glo-
ricusly. Thousands have been converted io the
faith of the * kingdow of heaven at hand,” A good-
by number of the heralds of the cross, too, have been
converted from the fobies of 2 tomnporal millenniom,
and the litesad retarn of the Jews ; snd are now reth-
s lsobing for the “Dlesced hope and glotious ap-
pearing”? of the Lord Messiah, to * eleanse the sane-
tuary,”’ and set up the glorifiel and everlasting
Kingdom.

We are happy to know, also, that the doetrine has
been biessed to the salvation of thousaads of the im-
peniteitt : who, till they heard the *“ midgnight ery”
were sleeplng onder the ordinary mimstretions of
the gospel.  And cthers, who were scepties, deists,
and universalists, have been wakened, and bronght
to believe the evangalical, ond saving doctrine of the
Cross; and are now rejoicing in the glorious hope
of an endiess hife,

We sineerely thapk eur breihren and sisters, who
have aided us by uriicles for our columns, and sub-
seriptions for support.

We are now about (o cater upon another year's
campaign. The oppesition of the past year is hard-
iy worthy to be weuntioned. But in the coming
year, we shall have to meet the fierce opposition of
a corrupt minisiry, and the mass of the Laity of the
Laodicean church, who will unite to put down this
cause. Let the friends of Christ, and of the doctrize
of the Advent near, siand fast. Fear not. Be ac-
tive, be diligent, be watchful and prayerful. * Be

thou fuuthful unto dealk, and Twill give the a crown
of bfe.”

i NOTICES OF MR, MILLER.

We recently bad the pleasure of visiting Mr. M.
at bis residence in Low Hampton, and to spead a
week in his family, and among his neighbors. Tt
was to us a most interesting and profitable visit.
We twoltoceasion to enquire abont the “stone wall,”
the * rail fevce,” and others af the thousand and one
foolish reports cireulated to injure and destroy bis
influence. All we have to say about the matter, is,
that such things are not ExTERTAINED by those who
are acquainted with hirn and bis family.

If his enemies wish to be confounded, let them go
to Low Hampton, N. Y,

ANOTHEE “HONEST EDITOR.”
MILLER AND THE PROPHECIES.

Wetook a prejudice against this good man, when
he first came among us, on account of what we sup-
pesed a glarieg error in interpreting the seripture
prophecies, so that the world would come to an end
in 1843. We are still inclined to helieve this an
error, or miscaleulation; at the same time we have
overcome our prejudices against him by attending
his lectures, and learning more of the excellent
character of the man, and of the great good he has
done and is doing. Mr. Miller is a pTaiu farmer,
and pretends to nothing more except that he has
made the seripiure prophesies an intense study for
many vears, understands some of them differently,
from most other people, and wished, for the good of
others, to spread his views before the public, No
one can hear him five minutes, without being con-
vinced of his sincerity, and instracted by his reason-
ing and information. All acknowledge his [ectures
to be replete with useful and interesting malier,
His knowledge of scripture 15 very extensive and
minute, that of the prophecies especially, surprising-
Yy familiar. His applhication of the prophecies to
the great events which have tuken place in the nat-
ural and moral world, are such generally as to pro-
duce convietion of their truth, and gain the ready
assent of his hearers. We have reason to believe
that the preaclung or lecturing of Mr Miller has
heen protuctive of great and extensive good. Re-
vivals have followed in his train. Ife has been
heard with attention wherever e has been, although
a bigoted priesthood are opposed to him as the same
class wele to our Savior anl his apostles, and as
they are in these days to all moral and usefui re-
fortmn. We would pive more fora Miller, than for
a Kurk ; or an army of meuely popular orators; yet
the pulpits are closed against the forwer, while they
are swung wide open for the entranece of slavehold-
ing clergymen, and proud and pampered priests,
without piety or virtue,

There is nothing vorly peculiar in the manner or
appearance of Mr. Miller.—Both are at least.equal
1o the siyle and appearance of ministers in general,
iis gestures are easy and expres<ive, and his per-
~onal appearance every way decorous. His serip.
ture explanations and illustrations are strikingly
simple, patural and foreible, and the great eageiness
of the peeple to hoarhim has heen manifested wher-
ever he has preached. The meeting houses in Bos-
ton have been closed againsi him with one or two
exceptions. The Chardon street Chapel, where he
has been lately lecturing, will hardly hold half who
press for admittance.— Lynn Record,

MORE RESOLUTIONS,

i By the Boston Baptist Asspciation, held at Wa-
| tertown, Sept. 16—17, 1340,

i Reseleed, That we regard it as worthy of record,
| and of devout thanksgiving, that the revivals veport-
i ed have so generally been commenced and sustain-
l by the Spurlt of God, in connexion with the stated
[labors of the Pastors, aided by their respective
churches.

Resoleed, That Br. Tanssuer, in connexion with
the Clerks, he vequested to prepare and publish with
the Minutes of the Association, a narrative of the
revivals within our bounds during the past year,
giving a partieniar account of its genera) character-

isties, the means used to promote it, and the extent

of its results, so far as developed, and that this nar-
rative be regarded as the Circular to the Churches.

From Bro. Thresher’s report, we give the Iollow-
ing extracts. After speaking of the character of
former revivals, &e., he proceeds :—

“ But in these revivals, the several churches seem
to have been, in an unusual manner, isolated. Each
one appears to have been purscing its ewn plans
and at a moment unexpected, God was pleased to
revive his work among them. Nor can we learn
that any extraordmary means were used. Certain it
is, that there was no unusua] amount of preaching
performed. The pastor preached to his owsn people,
and ordmarily bul twice on the Sabbath, with per-
haps but one leciure on a week day’s evening.”

“Bo faras we can learn, vo special prominence
has heen given, in the hestowment of the divine
blessing, To ANY PARTICULAR INSERUMENTALITY.”

Remarxs., 1. Why is Bro. T. so particular to
give all the credit of these ravivals to the Pastors
and c¢hurches? The answer is this: Mr Miller
had been chiefly instramoenial in three of the greats
estrevivalsteported in their letters to the Assomation.
In order to destroy Mr. Miller's influence, he at-
tributes the revivals to other causes.

2. Why does he deny that “any particular instrus
mentahiy was blessed of “ God in the revivals that
were reported 1 when the letter from the churches
in Watertown, Cambridgeport, and Littlewon dis-
tinetly stated that Mr. Miller's labors were chief~
ly instrumental in the revivals in those places.

3. And why did he say that no “extraordinary
means were used;” when in fact, Mr. M, had,
in all the above named places, given fill coursesof
his lectures tolistening crowds?

There is no reason that can be given for this gne-
suded and jesuitieal report, but in the determination
of the opponents of the doctrine of the secoud adpent
near, to withhold, so far as they can, a knowledge
of the good effects of that doctrine from the peogple,
and jesunitically attribute its good fruits 1o other
causes !

FREE DISCUSSION.

Oux paper is sill, and will continue to be open to
the free and full discussion of the Second Adventof
Christ, and the subjeets necessarily connected there-
with. We have given to alf, thus far, a fu)l and fair
hearing. In future however, we cannot prolong dis-
cusstons, in which the same ideas gre reitevated again
and again, to the dissatisfaction of our readers. We
are driven to this course by the want of room, and the
irlcrease of interesting articles of a practical charac-
tér that we canuot, in justice to the cause, crewd
bul. Free discussion, in our estimation, is simply
this: For each one to have the privilege, fully and
fawrly, to present his views, with his proofs and
reasons therefor, And then, if there is no mistake
made, or misunderstanding of a radics] nature con-
cerning them, which needs correction, or farther il-
lustration, let them stand or fall, as their wmerits
may decide. If they do not stand the test of candid
examination, an interminable discussion will never
save them,

‘We bespeak aitention to the articles on the
# Theory of Types.”

ITEMS.

Our Nexr, The nextnumber of our paper will
comimence the second Vol. Wehave several inter-
esting articles for it, among which is an interesting
letter from James A. Begz, of Glasgow, Scotland,
Also ap article from Dr. Cotton Maither ,on the Sec-
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ond Advent—and o thrilling extract from Dr. Pay-
son, on the SBecond coming of Christ, We shall al-
so commence the republication of Bro. Miller’s first
waotk, that he published on the Second Advent, in

Pamphlet form, in 1833, which but few, ifany of

our readers, have ever seen. We shall publish 3t
in chapters, and give the work eniire in the course
of the next volume.

i~ Nos, Wawtmve, We are in want of Nos. 13,
14,and 21. We will allow any of our subscribers,
who do not keep afile, 12 1-2 cents = piece for the
above nwnbers, particularly No. 21.  'Will they not
favor us with them? Asend 20 it now, and then ot
won't be forgotion.,

OUR OBIECT,

Dn discussing, or proposing te discuss the
subject of Christ’s second coming, at hand, scarc-
1y any thing 1s more common than the grave in-
quiry, by the acknowledged disciples of Christ,—
« What is your object?” Or* What do yon
wish to effect by the agitation of this subject?”
And thousands there are, among the most repu-
table of the churches. that see no cause for now
bringing up the subject, any more than hereto-
fore, before the publie.  And on hearing our rea-
sons assigned {or doing it, they are not backward
to reply, That there is no occasion for its being
done, assuring us that so far as they know, it is
already sufficiently discussed among other things
of importarce by their minister; and that their
own churches, at least, are deing well in the life
and power of religion ; and scareely, 1f at all, be-
hind the primitive saints in their fzithfully bear-
ing the cross to fellow Christ. But in stating
and urging this doctrine of the everlasting king-
dom at hand, we feel covstrained boldly 10 dis-
sent {rom such assumptiong, and to call upen all
who have epen eyes on this subject, to compare
the present love and conformity of the church to
the warld, with the state of the church as it was,
when Paul and Silas were scourged and impris-
oned at Phillipy, for their sell-sacrificing labors
of love in pulling sianers out of the fire, by datly
and faithfully preaching to them the soon com-
ing of “Jesus and the resurrection.” Though
many of our good brethren do not as yet see as
we do,ou this subject, and weare jast beginaing
to sec men as trees walking ; il appears to some
of us, at least, that comparatively speaking, the
chinreh, as a body, or in the hmndreds of the sec-
tariar or broken fragments of her body, is now
in her Laodiclan state; as the overcome and
slain witnesses unburied 10 the street, as “bones
at the grave’s mouth,” very many' and
“very dry” in the “valley.” We also feel as-
sured that the false prophet has deccived the
dear saints, in wresting from their embrace most
of the “exceeding great and precious promises ;”
together with their gospel armor generally, in
the famishing of their souls, and principally by
perverting and thus withholding from them the
real daily bread of the gospel kingdom. At the
same time, we are admonished that imrmortal
souls in every land are constantly perishing for-
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ever, by thousands; and this very much in con-
sequenge of the omission of the life giving doc-
trine of the near coming of Christ and his king-
dem to judge the world at the last day. There-
fore, we are abundantly prepared to say, in an-
swer to the above common ingquiry, that our
great and special oBIECT in our work, is, to com-
ply with the express injunction of Christ, for his
diseiples to act their part in preaching the gos-
pel of the kingdom of God at band, to all na-
tions, as soon us possible ; and to comply with
ihe same Injuncion made upon the people of
God in the Old Testameat, again and again;
and in language like the following—¢ Blow ye
the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my
holy mountain, let all the inhabitants of the land
wremble, for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is
nigh at hand.”&c. {Joel il. 1—13.) In thus
doing, we would also keep in view as a pari of
Qur OBIECT our own eternal salvation from sin,
death and Dell; and the same for miilions of
our fellow lmmorials, that we ond they may
“ glorify Geod and enjoy him forever.” J.

PROSPECT OF HARMONY IN OUR EN-
TERPRISE.

In the various moral enterprises of the age
such as temperance, anti-mnasoary, anti slavery,
peace, non-resistance, moral reform, anti-papacy,
and christian union ; their advocates have soon
become so divided and arrayed against each
other, in their clashing opinions, as in a great
measure io hinder the very work they were
wishing to do. And thus have they strengthen-
ed and rejoiced their oppeuents in the work of
opposition. In these several enterprizes, their
advoeates, on first commencing them, have seem-
ed to be agreed, at Jeast, in their theory of what
they wished to accomplish. But in #4és more
important, solernn and all-absorbing subject of
the secend coming of our Lord, its advocates
have labored, and are still laboring under an
embarassment, which has not, in like manner,
met others at the very threshhold of their undey-
taking. The advocates of Christ’s soon coming
again, are in some things apparently much dis-
agreed, in the very outset, before beginning, or
preparing to begin their union labors in calling
others to consider and prepare for the event.
They differ in their theories of the advent seri.
ously. They differ widely in their principles
and manner of interpreting many prophecies,
supposed by some of them 1o foretel the events
connected with it; and by others of them to fore-
tel the things of the church and the world long
passed by; such as the battles of Alexander,
Constantine, Mahomet, Bonapar'e and others.
But for the encouragement of those who even
feebly believe in,and love this blessed appearing
of the great God and our Savior Jesns Christ, 1
would now make a few suggestions.

1. These discrepancies of opinion among us
at the outset, are no strange affair, but just what
should have been expected under such circum-

stances. Those otherenterprises commenced sud-
denly, or withaut any long established precon~
ceived and clashing opinions as to the theory of
reform, because their new proposed measures for
reform, had never been discussed publicly to give
opportunity for disagreement. But this isa sub-
ject whieh, for a long time, has been discussed
in some of its parts, by the most learned in the
church, by the pulpit and the press, and in pri-
vate conversation. More than this, it has been
a subject of the most vital and general impor-
tance; so that, of course, the false prophet has
fong had a part in the discussion, in causing the
disagteement thereon which we now witness.
But until of late, he never had the opporturity
not occasion, thus to divide the advecates of
these other moral enterprises; or, at least, since
the reformation. Under these circumstances of
darkness and thick darkness upon this subjeet,
our present diversity of opinion is perfectly nat-
aral. And since our very recent and yet par-
tinl awakening to examine this subject, we have
had comparatively no opperiupity for mutual
discussion and explanation, in comparing our
different theories oue with another, and with the
anerriag standerd, or more sure word of proph-
ecy.?

2. There will be found, on eareful examination,
far less serious difference of feeling and senti-
ment on this subject, than we sometimes appre-
herd, on first attempiing to compare our theories
together. On this point, [ have had more and
longer opportunity for experience than some oth-
ers mmote recently considering the subject.  Qur
first meeting with * W.” three years ago, whose
theory on this question I now opprove; his man-
ner of expressing, even his present vizws, was
z0 different from my own, (as they are now,)
that I dispaired of any co-operation or help from
him. DBut on learning each other’s vocabulary
on the subject, our views appeared substantially
alike, without essential changes on either side;
though I have been much assisted and instructed
in shaping and expressing the general theory,
by mutual conversation with him and others on
this subject. In many instances, more recently,
I have heard new beginners express their views
of the question, and from: experience, could per-
ceive tham to be in substance like my own,ihough
differently presented; and yet, ihey couid net
at first understand my own to harmonize with
theirs.

8. Though still seriously disagreed on some
points of apparent importance in our theory, as
the restoration of Israel to their own land—the
chroaclogy of prophecy, and set time for the ad-
vent at hand in particular; we certainly have
now many things o strengihen and encourage
us in our onward course in this holy and blessed
enterprise. It is the cause of God, and must,
and wiil, ere long, prevail and triumph over ail
opposivion. It is the cause of the whole word
of God. The prophets, apostles, and primitive

saints always taught it, and “loved not their
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tives unto the death,” in doing it. Reformers
in every age have done it. The present public
confessions of the several denominations of the
church in Christendom, are expressly 1n its favor.
The humble ard childlike disciples now, of eve-
ry class, love and receive the dectrine at once,
on candidly hearing and {ully understanding its
blessedness to saints, and its terror to sinners.
The trumpet of the second advent at hand, has
recently begun to sound in God’s * holy moun-
win ;7 while its blast is rapidly becoming loud.
er and more distinct. While the advocates of
other reform enterprises have become alienated
and separated by mutual aud public discussion ;
the more this is discussed, either by iis friends
or foes, so much the more do its advocates unite
together in their christian aflection and friendly
agreement i measures for unyielding and suc-
cessful perseverance unto the complete victory,
at their Lord’s coming in his kingdom. A
specimen of proof on these several points, let the
doubtful reader procure and carefully examine
the late stereotyped Report of the first fleneral
Conference on the Second Advent, held in Bos
ton, October 14, and 15,1840, Or,lethim become
a constant reader of the “ Signs of the Times.”
Or let him attend the next General Conference
and witness for himsel, 3.

Eprrors  wakme up.  The © Puritarn,” and
* Watchman' are out this week upon a certain in-
dividual in this community, who is said to be “scatter-
ingabroadin this vicinity hispeculiar views of the
second coming of Christ.” We suppose the individ-
ual referred to must be Wm. Miller. But then how
can these ** dignitaries” stoup so low as to mention
his name ?

The article in the * Pyritan,” would do honer to
the spirit of the Puritans which hung the Quakers,
and banished the Baptists. Our readers will ind
the article in its proper place.

" My, Crowel), of the “ Watchman,” will also re-
ceive due attention.

IZ7We give an article relating to the Jews in an-
other column as & matter of history, We have no
faith in the success of the object of which the writer
speaks so eloquently. The only hope for the Jew,
isin Jesus of Nazareth.

Mzr. Mirer v Axpovee. Mr. M. closed his
lectures in Andover on the 2d inst. The immediate
effect was powerful, and salutary upon saints and
sinners. Many were awakened, and several were
converted. Aroong the copveris was one Deist. A
full account hereafter.

He is now {March 8th,) lecturing in the Marl-
boro’ Chapel, to rrultitudes who floek to hear. He
commences in Fairhaven, Mass., the 13th inst,

THE NATIONS,

The nations of the earth seem for the present
1o wear the aspect of peace. But they are en-
gaged in the most formidable preparatiens for
War! Things may rest for a little season, but
the great conflict is at hand.

The four powers have setided the * Eastern
question,” at least for a time, Mehemet Al
bas submitted. Bat things are far from being
satisfactory to the Musselmen of Turkey, or
Egypt. Things are hushed; not settled.

SCOFFING.
THE CHARACTER OF OUR OPFONENTS.

The following article is from the “ Puritan.”
This paper is edited by the Rep, Parsons Cooke,
and the Rev Jonathan E.Woodbridge The ar-
ticle is anonymous ; but the editors shall have
all the honor of authorship, until they give us
the reaf anthor's name.

This is one development of ¢ spiritual wick-
edness in high places.” We shall see more and
more of it developed as the trath prevails.

“Thyprophets speak of such; and,noting dowd
The features of the last degenerate times,
Exhibit every lineament of these.”

From the Puritan.

THE FANATIC OF PROPHECY.

If a self-assumed commission given by dreams,
—the claim of having the speeial and sole charge
of a message to ery the world ever, expressed in

the lowest cant-phrase of ostentatious pietism,
guided by a deeply devoted zeal—if these gnali-
ties define a fanatic, the people of Boston and
vicinity need not consult the columns of lexico-
graphy to know the import of that term. A liv-
ing example of the qualities named 13 moving
before the public eye, ip this region, The “#Sec-
¢cond Coming of Christ,”” has Eeen the favorite
theme of fanaticism since Jesus Chbrist left the
world. In the first years of the Christian Church
it spread iis panic all along the path the gospel
had trodden, and had then an impertance in mis-
chief that atwracted the rebuke_of the npostle’s
pen. 1 Thess. v. 1.

The history of the church shows its worst
prominence in the tenth cenlary, when countless
wealth was rent from the deluded, but to fall in-
to the purse of the Romish church—when mul-
titudes abandoned all employment, in the full
trust of the speedy return of the Messiah to earth.
Ours is a day of its peculiar manifestation, One
man from the thousands of Clristians on earth,
is ** moved by the Spirit,” to wara the land, thai
in the year 1843 Christ will appear * in the east
on a cloud,” &ec.

This prophet passes through community, ac-
companizd by 2 notoriely, great, indeed, but
great itke the destructive avalanche plunging
from the Alpine cliffs, swelling its mass by the
ruin it produces; its velocity accelerating as the
size augments, till it dashes in pieces on the
rocks befow. This preacher seems trying to thrust
himself into that fearfu! cloud that shrouds the
plans of the Eternal—to rend away the flaming
veil that girts the council chamber of the great
#1 AM”—and to make false that precept—+0Of
that day and hour knoweth no man,” &e. He
brings te this work a mode of interpretation that
belies the alphabet of the sacred text,—an igno-
rance that gives falsehood to the first principles
of wnateral philosophy, by his illustrations, and
that offends the choicest and best feelings of the
soul in his appeals. The perfection of his orato-
ty is, to make the nearest approach to indecency
that will aveid it—in a low-lived, conceited, bom-

bastic harangue, that degrades the house of ho-

liness te 2 kind of arena—and its sacred duties
10 an offensive bull-bait. This fanaticism pro-
gresses as it does, by treating credulous minds
like ** The Children in the Wood"—bewildering
them in the maze of those  secret things” whoss
*awfal shade” envelopes the eternal threne,
then boasting its success in the transport with
which the faintest path, one which even “the
vulture’s eye hath not seen,”’ is seized, to relieve
the torn and weary wanderer. Iis choicest max-
im must be, first amuse, ther delude. “Distorting
history most abusively, 10 make a show of cor-
respondence to the more distorted postures the
sacted text is made to take-—fixing the most
impertant data on the transfations of Hebraisims,
or idioms, denoting indefinite time. A diction,
mode of assumptior, and style of harangue, that
confine every impression of the hearer to the
lowest class, and in the utterance of this, shock-
ing the plainest rudiments of language.

Such is the feader of a planding multitade,
who, perkaps, find relief 10 their shame of per-
sonal jgnorance, in the obloquy thrown by an
aecustomed tongue, on all learning and learned
men ; or who are glad to forget the weakness of
their own understandings, in the vauning as-
sumptions of a mind of their own class.

Such are some of the mecns used by this
prophet of a revived delusion, Wehasten 0 2
few of the natural consequences. How does
the approval given to such a fanatacism oppress
with odium that depomination of Christians,
whose fellowship and denominational character
sustain all its movements ? How must it waste
a reputation, already reproachfully dimimutive
for acquisitions in sacred study. How shall
that professed minister of the gospel answer it
to his sacred office and to the sacred duties of
his office, who leads into his-pulpit the abusive
defamer of sehools of learning and learned men !
Whe with tougue of exemplary proficiency
would sink the sacred office to the meanest a-
bility—who btreaks the barrigrs of taste and
sanctuary decovum, by filling the consecrated
desk and its stairways wih those from the
multitude who love the “chief seats,” The
minister who courts or accepts such aid, pays to
Zimself a compliment of soperlative severity.
He asserts his imbeciliiy of mind or want of dis-
cretion, in & more palpable mode than erdinary
cases require. Aud he alse gives a tribute to
the meople of kis charge, that cannot fail w0 pro-
voke, in proportion to the amount of apprehen-
sion remaining, after delusive credality has led
captive the cammon faculties. It is virtually
telling them: that his ordinary ministrations had
graduated their abilities to this scandalous stan-
dard, or that he had found them incapable of
rising to any other.

Tt is unkind and unjust te the sacred profes-
sion to bid God-speed to sach & man—since in
the eyes of all diseerning men it degrades it, in
proportion to the hue and cry that accompanies
his progrezs. Bui who shall measure the evil
done a community by a single visitation of such
an error—depraving the public taste—arming
the tongue of scoff-—giving a piercing point to
infidel nidicule—stripping religion of her comely,
well-wrought garments, to clothe her in the re-
pulsive rags of fanatic conjecture. How it tram-
ples the sacredness of Gud’s house—robs it of
thore devout associations that should hallow its
wails. How it corrupts the relish for simple
iruth and reasonable af peal, and spreads through
all society the bane of restless, conceited, mad
fanatacism. Truly—# Fools will rush in, where

angels fear to tread.” EYE.
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Tre * CrristiaN Warcaman.” We give the
following from the Editor of the * Christian
Watchman,” We shall review initour nexx.

THE END OF THE WORLD.

It is a lamentable fact that mankind generally
are far more interested in questions of idle cati-
osity, than those of realand practical importance,
and 1 is still more to be lamented that even
Christians should be maore or less tinctured with
the same feeling. This inconsistency can be
charitably overlooked as one of the foibles inci-
dent to humanity, when excited in reference to
small matiers, but when littie puny mortals un-
dertake to pry into the purpose of the Maker and
Proprietor of the universe, it is suitable that their
mischievous propensity should receive a just
rebuke. Some of our readers may have won-
dered why we have not before this taken some
notice of the doings of an individual who has
been scatiering abroad in this vicinity his pecu-
Har views of the second coming of Christ.  The
truth is, alter examining his book, and listening
to his harrangues till we had veason to believe
that we had obtained a fair epecimen of the man,
we regarded the whole as such a palpable tissue
of false glosses and blunders, that we could no
believe any refutation of them would be neces-
sary in such a community as this, Of the piety
of this individual we say nothing: we only
speakt of his manner of interprating and  apply-
ing Seripture, which to us was painful in the
extreme. Some of our churches seem to have
been carried away with the notion that they
must hear wha* every lecturer or theorist has to
say, even though his starting point contradicts
first principles. Others seem to suppose that
although a man teaches a great deal of etrov,
yet that they can make use of the novelty of his
theory tocall paople together, and of his plous
and solemn exhortations 1o convert them.  They
seem to regard it as a fine affair to get upa
rush of all sorts of people to their meeting-house,
from any motive, with the hope that the litle
trath  which they hear will prevail over the
greater portion of error, and that some of them
may be converted. To say nothing of the im-
provability of such a result on philosophic prines-
ples, not of its disastrous results in practice, 1t
appears to us too much like ¢ doing evil that
good may come.” When churches find it nec.
essary to resort to such meons to revive atlen-
tion to religion among them, it gives reason to
fear that either they have Jeft their first love,
or that they have wandered far from first prin-
ciples. It begets painful suepicions that the
church as a body are not willing to labor and
pray for the conversion of sinners, and to set
that holy and unblameahle example before the
world, which as a living epistle forms such an
unanswerable argument for the religion which
they profess. Itis an error to suppose that such
churches have need to send for some ravival
preacher, or singular theorist, to bring them up;
their duty is al onge to * yepent and do the first
works,” and the mere outward prosperity they
have, and the greater crowd they draw while in
their worldly and backslidden state, the worse it
will be for all coneerned.

As the manifold errors of the individual in
question have been well exposed by an excelent
friend, ina work entitled  Dowiing’s Reply to
Miller,” we advise all our readers who take
sufficient interest in the subject, to obtain that
work. They will require nothing more to set
their minds at rest on this subject, so far as this
individual is cencerned, though we think their

time may be more profitably employed in prayer-
fully sindying the Scriptures and their own
hearts; and in doing good to others, than in
reading or hearing either.

—— —
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BRIEF REVIEW OF AN ARTICLE BY THE
EDITOR OF THE “CHRISTIAN WATCH-
MAN,” OF MARCH 5.

The editor of the “ Watchman,” has at length
condescended to notice the doctrine of the second
coming of Christ, as explained by Br. Miller.

The Baptist churches who have shown Mr, Mill-
er any respect, by patronizing his lectures, are very
seriously adrronished of their folly. Tt would seein
that in his estimation the people were not capalle of
judging what would be for their good; or if they
are, that they are very selfish In secking to know
the ruth, of which they are denied by their own min-
isters. WMo credit is given for honesty, or love of the
truth, or desire to know present duty. If they in-
vite Mr. Miller to lecture with ther for the hestand
hodiest of purpeses, and from the best possible mo-
tives too; why : they must be charged with selfish-
pess. “O it is to bedd up the church!” It isto
getup a revival. Ttis to draw promiscuous crowds
to their meeting houses, &c,

The conduet of Mr. Crowell in this case, strongly
reminds of one recorded in John vi. 47—4%,  “ But
this people who knoweth not the law, are cursed.”
How the independent laity of the Baptist churches
will recelve these lossons remains to be seen.

The article is a sort of preface to an extract from
* Dowling’s Reply to Miller.” We will briefly no-
tice & {ew things.

I. Is the subject of the “ end of the world,” an
“JIdle Curiosity 2 If sb, why did Christ so often
speak concerning the “END OF THE WORLD?”
The “ Watchman ' says:

Tt is 2 lamentable fact that mankind generslly
are far more interested in guestions of idle curiosity,
than those of real and practical importance, and
it is still more te be lamented that even Christians
should be more or less tinctured with the same feel-
ing. Thisinconsistency can be charitably overlook-
ed as one of the foilb. s Incident to humanity, when
excited in reference 1o 1aall matters, but when Jtile
lﬁmy mortals tndertake to pry into the purpose of the
Maker and Proprietor of the universe, it is suitable
that their mischievous propensity should receive a
just rebuke.”

Matt, xiil. 40. As therefore the tares are gather-
ed and burmed in the fire; so shall it be in the end
of this world.

40, Bo shallit be at the end of the world: the
angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from
among the just.

Matt. xxiv. 14, And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world, for 2 witness un-
to all nations ; and then shall the end come.

33. So Bkewise ye, when ye shall see all these
things, know that it is near, even at the doors.

38. For as in the days that were before the flood,
they were eating and drinking, marryiug and giving
1nkmarnage, until the day that Noe entered inio the
ark.

39. And knew not until the flood came, and took
them all away ; so shall also the coming of the Son
of man be.

Jobn xvi, 8. And when he is ¢ame, he will re-
prove the world of sin, and of righteonsness, and of
iudgment,

Matt, xxviii. 20. Teaching them to chserve all
things whatsoever I have commanded you ; and lo,
I am with you always, even untothe end of the
world. Amen.

Again, If locking for the “end of this world,”
be an “IDLE CURIOSITY;” then why did the
apostles so often refer-to this subjecty illustrate it,
and admenish the early disciples to keep 51 an mind,
and to be in readiness 1o meet it 2

Acts xvil. 31, Becouse he hath appointed o day

in the which he will judge the world in righteous-
»ews, by that men whom he hath ordained : where-

of he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he
raised him from the dead.

Acts wyiv. 25, And as he reasoned of righteous-
nes?, tempetance, and judgment to come, Felix
trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time:
when I have a convenient season I will call for thee.

Rom. ii. 1. Therefore thon art inexcusable, O
man, whosoever thou art, that judgesi: for wherein
thou judgest another, theu condemnest thyself; for
thou that judgest, doest the same things.

2. But we ore sure that the judgment of God is
according to truth, sgainst them which commit
such things.

3. And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest
them which do such things, and doest the same, that
thou shalt escape the judgment of God?

4. Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness,
and forhearance, aund long-suffering; not kunowing
that the goodness of God leadeth thee 1o repentance?

5. Bat after thy hardness and impenitent heart,
treasurest up unio thyself wrath against the day of
w;zth, and revelaiion of the righteous judgment of
&

6. Who will render to every man according to
his deeds.

Bom. viii. 22, For we know that the whole ere-
ation groaneth, and travaileth in pain together until
now 3

£3. And not only they, but ourselves also, which
have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
{ groan within oursclves, waiting for the adoption, to
wit, the redemption of our body.

Phil. iii. 20, For ont conversation is in heaven;
frem whenee also we look for the Savior, the Lord:
Jesus Christ

21. Who shall change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto his gloious body, according
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue
all things unio himself.

1 Thess, 1. 10, And to walt for his Son from
heaven, whom ke raised from the dead, even Jesus,
which delivered us {rom the wrath to come.

1Thess, ii. 19. For what is our hope, or joy,
or crown "of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming ?

iif. 13. To the end he may establish your hearts
unblameable in holiness before God, even our Fath-
er at, the cominy of our Lord Jesus Christ with all
his saints.

iv. 13. But 1 would not have you to be igno-
rant, brethren, eoncerning them which are asleep,
glat Ye sorrow pot, even as others whieh have no

opi,

id. Farif we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even s0 them also which slegp in Jesus will
God bring with him.

15. For this we gay unto you by the word of
the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which
are asleep.

16. For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archan-
gel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first:

17. Then we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be
with the Lord.

18, Wherefore, comfort one another with these
words.

v. 1. But of the times and the seasons, brethren,
ye have no need that T write onfo you.

2. For yowrselves know perfectly, that the day
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.

3, Tor when they shall say, Peace and safety;
ther sudden destruction cometh vpon them, as tray-
ail upon a woman with child; ard they shall not]
escape. i

-2 Thess. 1.5. Seeing it is 2 righteous thing with
Gad to recompense dribulation 1o them that trouble

ol §
! 7. And to you, who are troubled, rest with us.
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels,

8. In flaming fire taking vengeance on them |
that know not zod, and that obey not the gospel of |
out Lord Jesus Chyist:

8. Who shall be punished with everlasting de-;

struction from the presence of the Rord, and from
the glory of his power;

10. When he shall come to be glorified in his
saings, and to be admired in all them that helieve
{because our testimony among you was believed) in
that day.

ii, 1. Now we beseech you, brethren, by the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gather-
ing together unto him,

1Tim. vi, 14. That thou keep this command-
ment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing
of our Liovd Jesus Christ;

15. Which in his times he shall ¢hew. who is
the blessed and only Porentate, the King of kings,
and Lord of lords.

2 Tim, iv. 1. T charge thee therefore before God
and the Lord Je.us Christ, who shall judge the
quick and the dead at his appearing and his king-
domy

2. Tirneeforth there is Yald up for me 4 erewn of
rightecusness, which the Loxd, the righteous Judge,
shall give me ¢t that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also who love his appearing.

Titus ii. 11. For the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to al! men,

12 Teaching us, that denying ungodliness, and
worldly Insts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world ;

13. Looking for that blessed hope, and the glo-
rivus appearing of the geat God and our Savior Je-
sus Christ.

James v. Y. Be patient therefore, brethren, un-
to the coming of the Lord. RBehold, the husband-
man waiteth fer the precious {ruit of the earth, and
hath long patience for it, until ke receive the early
and latter rain.

8. Be yc also patient ; establish vour hearts:
for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

9. Grudge not one against ancther, brethren, lest
ye be condemned: behold, the Judge standeth be-
iore the door,

10. Talke, my brethren, the prophets, who have
spoken in the name ol the Lord, for an example of
suffering afftiction, and of patience.

1Peter iv. 5, Whe shall give account to him
that is ready to judge the quick and dead,

6. For, for this cause was the gospel preached
also to them that are llead, that they might be judged
actording to men in the flesh, but live aceording to
God in the spirit.

7. But the end of all things is at hand : be ye
therefore sober and watch unto prayer.

v.2. Feed the flock of God whieh. is among you,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, bat
willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ;

3. Neither as being lords over God's heritage,
but being ensamples to the flock.

4. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear,
ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not
(!.'\VG.Y.

2Peter i. 12, Wherefore I will not be negligent
to put you always in remembrance of these things,
though ve know them, and be established in the
present truth,

13. Vea, I-think it meet, as long as ] am in
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in re-
membrance :

14, XKnowing that shortly I must put off this my
tabernaele, even as our Loid Jesus Christ hat
shewed me.

15, Moreover, I will endeavor that ye may be
2ble afier my decease, to have these things always
in remewmbrance.

16. ¥or we have not followed conningly devised
fables, when we make known unto you the power
and coming of ogr Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-
witnesses of his majesty.

17. For he received frora God the Fother honor
and glory, when there came such a voice to him
trom the excellent glory, This is my beloved Sen,
in whom I am well pleased.

i3. And this voice which eame from heaven we
heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.

19. We have also a more sure word of prophecy;

{ whereunto ve do well that ye take hecd, as unts a

light that shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day-star arise in_your hearts,
iii. 10. But the day of the Lord will come as &,
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thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements
shall.melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up.

11. Seeing then that all these things shall be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought we to be
in all kuly conversation and godliness.

12. Looking for and hasting anto the coming of
the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat ?

13. Nevertheless we, according to his promise,
loak for mew heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth rightecusness.

14. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for
such things, be diligent that ye may be found of
him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

1 John ii. 18. Little children, it is the last time:
and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come,
even now are there many antichrists ; whereby we
kngg that it is the last time.

. And now, little children, abide in him ; that
when-he shall appear, we may have confidence, and
not be ashamed at his coming.

iji. 2. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and
it doth not yet appear what we shall he; hat we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like
him ; for we shell see him as he is.

3. And every man that hath this hope in him
purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

Jude 14. And Encch also, the seventh {rom
Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the
Lord cometh with ten thoukagd of his saints,

15. To execute judgment tpon all, and to con-
vince all thatare ungodly ameng them of all their
ungedly deeds which they have nngodly committed,
and ofy all their hard speechess which ungodly
sinners have spoken against him.

16. These are murmurers, complainers, walking
after their own lusts; and their mrouth speaking great
swetling wards, having men's persons in admira-
tion because of advantage.

17. But, beloved, remember ye the words which
were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Je-
sus Christ;

17. How that they told you there should be
mockers in the last time, who should walk after
their own ungodly lusts. .

19. These be they who separate themselves,
sensual, having not the Spirit,

20. But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghest,

21, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking
f:}}- the merey of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal
{ife.

Again, he says:

2, “Some of our readers may have wondered
why we have not before this taken some notice of
the deings of an indiziduel who has been scattering
abroad in this Vicinity his peculiar views of the sec-
ond coming of Christ.”

We do not wonder at all that men wwho stand
“in high places,” who “leve the praise of men more
than the praise of God,” should pass by *“ Little puny
mortals; ” especially those who like the ancient ser-
vants of God, are scearching the Scriptures to know
something of the glory that is 1o be revealed at “the
revelation of Jesus Christ.”

1Peteri. 10. Of which salvation the prophets
have inguired and searched diligently, who prophe-
sied of the grace that should come unto you:

11. Searching what, or what manner of time
the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify,
when it testified before-hand the sufferings of Christ,
and the glory that should follow.

12. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto
themselves, bet unto us they did minister the things
which are 16w reported unto you by them that have
preached the gospel unto you, with the Hely Ghost
sent down from heaven ; which things the angels
desire to look into.

13. Wkerefore gird up the loins of your mind,
be cober, end hope to the end for srave that is to be
brought urito you at the revelaticn of Jesus Chuist.

Agan ;

3, ¢ The truth is, after examining his book, and
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listening to his harrangues til we had reason to be-
lieve that we had obtained a fair specimen of the
man, we regarded the whole as such a palpable tis-
sne of false glosses and blunders, that we could not
believe any refutation of them would be necessary
in such a community as this.”

We cannot believe he has either candidly heard
Mr. Miller, or examinied his works. If he had he
would have written a very different atticle. Tis
article shows the most comsummate ignoranee of
Mr. Miller and his views,

If there are “ false glosses and biunders,” in Mr.
Miller’s expositions, why is it that he does not
in charity to the people expose them fairly; and
give the people a more correct views ? He is mista-
ken i his view,in supposing that in suck8 “commu-
nity as this,”—a *“refutation of them is unnecessery.”
He is also mistaken, if he supposes that he can sat-
isfy the people with sweeping denunciations.

4. *“Of the piety of this indiwidual we say noth-
ing: weonly speak of his manner of interpreting
and applying Seripture, which to us was painful
in the extreme.”

Why was it “painful in the extreme.” To the
primitive Christians the doctrine of # Chiist’s second
coming,” was a * blessed hope.” And they comfort-
ed one another “ with these words;” or this doc-
trine. “ Of Mr. M's piety he has nothing to say.”
But his * mischievous propensity should receive a
just rebuke ! ®

5 Sowe of our churches seem to have been carried
away with the notion that they must hear what
every lecturer or theorist has to say, even though
his sfarting point contradiets first principles. Others
seem to suppose that although a man teaches a
great deal of error, yet that they can make use of
his theory to call people together, and of his pious
and solemn exhortations to convert them. They
seem 10 regard it as a fine affair to get up a rush of
all sorts of people to their inceting-house, from ap
motive, with the hope that the jittle truth whie
ihey hear will prevail over the greater por-
tion of error, and that some of them may be con-
verted. Tao say nothing of the improbability of
such a result on philesophic prineiples, nor of its
disastrous results in practiee, it appears to us too
much like “doing evil that good may come.”
When churches find it necessary to resort to such
means torevive atfention to religion among them, it
zives 1eason to fear that either they have left their
first love, or that they have wandered far from first
principles, {t begets painful suspicions that the
church as a body are not willing to labor and prey
for the conversion of sinpers, and to set that holy
and unblamebly example before the world, which
as a living epistle forms soch an weanswerable ar-
gument for the religion which the{ profess. It is
an error to suppose that such churches have need to
send for some revival preacher, or singulrr theorist,
to bring them up; their duaty is at once to “ repent
and do the first works,” and the more outward pros-
perity they have, and the greater crowd they draw
while in their wotldly and backslidden state, the
worse it will be for all concerned.

Inthis extract, the “laity,” or the churches who
patronise Mr. Miller, are accused of selfishness.
To what extent this charge may be true, in church-
es with whom we have no particular acquaintance,
we know not; butso far as we are acquainted, we
know the charge of ‘novelty’ & selfishness is incor-
rect. That souls are saved, and that the churches are
quickened under Mr. Miller's labors is true, but that
the churches have selfish and unworthy motives,
in procuring his labors we think is false.

6 “ As the manifold errors of the individual in
question have bsem well expesed by an emcellent
friend, in a work entitled * Dowling’s Reply to
Miller,” we advise all our readers who take suffi-

clent interest in the subject, to obtain that work.
They will reqiirc nothing more to set their minds

at vest on this subjeet, so far s this individol is
concerned, though we.think their time may be more
profitable empioyed in praﬂerfully studying the
Scriplures and sheir own bearts; and in doing
good to olhers, than in reading or hearing either,

He recommends “ Dowlings Reply to Milbey »
as a refatation of the ** menifold errors,” of Mr. M.
In conmexion with this sheet, we give a liftle tract
entitted * a brief review”" of % Dowling’s Reply. to
Miller,” which will at least show the * Manifold®
misrepresentations that Mr. D. has made of #fr.
Miller's theory.

SCOFFING,
THE (HARACTER OF OUR OPFONENTS.

The following article is from the * Puritan.”
This paper is edited by the Rer. Parsoms Cooke,
and the Ree. Jonathan E. Woodbridge The ats
ticle is amonymous ; but the editors shall have
all the honor of authorskip, uniil they give .us
the ree! guthor’s name,

This is one development of ** ¢piritual wick-
edness in high places.”  We shall see more and
wore of it developed as the truth prevails,

“Thy prophets speak of such; and,noting down
The features of the last degenerate times,
Exhibit every lineament of these,”

From the Puritan,
THE FANATIC OF PROPHECY,

If a self-assumed commission given by dreams,
—the claim of having the speciai apd sole charge
of a message to cry the world over, expressed?n
the iowest cant-phirase of ostentations pietism
guided by a deeply devoted zeal—if these quali:
ties define a fanatic, the people of Boeston and
vicinity need not consult the columnns of lexico-
graphy to know the import of that term. A ljv-
ing example of the qualities named 1s moving
before the public eye, mn this region. The “Sec.
cond Coming of Christ,”” has been the favoriie
theme of fanaticism since Jesus Christ left jhe
world. In the first years of the Christian Church
t spread its panic all along the path the gospel
had trodden, and bad then an importance in s~
chief, that attracted the rebuke of the aposile’s
pen. 1Thess. v. 1.

The history of the church shows iis worst
prominence in the tenth century, when countless
wealth was rent froni the deluded, but 1o faff ip-
to the purse of the Bomish charch—when mul-
titudes abandoned all employment, in the fu]l
trust of the speedy return of the Messiah to earth,
Ours is a day of its pecoliar manifesiation. One
man from the thousands of Christians on east,,
is *“ moved by the Spirit,” to warn the land, that
in the year 1843 Christ will appear “ in the east
on a clond,” &e. )

This prophet passes through community, ge-
companied by a notoriety, great, indeed, bup
great iike the destructive avalanche plunging
from the Alpine cliffs, swelling its mass by :hz
rain it produces; its velocity accelerating as the
size augments, till it dashes in pieces on the
rocks below. This preacher seems trying to thrust
himself into that fearful cloud 1hat shrouds the
plans of the Eternal-to rend uway the flarine
veil that girts the council ebamber of the arent
“I AM”—and to make false that precepten=f
that day and hour knoweth no man,” &c.. He
brings to this work a mode of interpretatipn thiat
belies the alphabet of the, saered text,—an jgno-
ratcce that gives falsehood to the first princﬁn]es



of natersl philosophy, by his illustrations, and
that offends the cheicest and best feelings of the
soul in his appeals. The perfection of his orato-
ry is, to make the nearest approach to indecency
that will aveid it—in a low-lived, conceited, bom-
bastic haranwue, that degrades the house of ho-
liness to a kind of arena—and its sacred doties
o an offensive bull-hait. This fanaticism pro-
gresses as it does, by treating credulous minds
fike * The ChlYdren in the Wood”"—bewildering
them in the maze of thase * secret things” whose
“ awin]l shade” envelopes the eternal throne,
then boasting its success in the transport with
which the fainiest pmibh, one.which =ven *the
vuliare’s eye hath not seen,” is seized, to relieve
the torn and weary wanderer. Its choicest max-
im must be, fivst amuse, then defude.  Distorting
history most abusively, to make a show of cor-
respondence 1o the more distorted postures the
sacred iextis made to lake—{ixing the most
important data on the translations ol Hebraisms,
or idioms, denoting indefinite time. A diction-
mode of assumptton, and style of harangue, that
confine every impressica of the hearer to the
lowest class, and in the utterance of this, shock,
ing the plainest rudiments of language.

Such® is the leader of a plauding multitude,
who, perhaps, find reliefl 1o their shame of per-
sonal ignorance, in the obloquy thrown by an
accustomed tongue, on all learning and learned
men ; or who are glad to forget the weakness of
their own understandings, in the vaanting as-
samptions of a mind of their own class.

Such are some of the mecns wsed by this
prophet of a revived delusion.  We hasten 102
few of the natural consequences. How does
the approval given to sucha fanaacism oppress
with odinm that denominition of Christians,
whose fellowship and denaminational character
suastain all its movements 7 How nust it waste
a reputation, already reproachfully dimimuotive
for acquisitions in sagred study. How shall
that professed minister of zhe gospel answer it
to his sacred office and 10 the sacred duties of
his office, who leads intv his pulpit the abusive
defamer of schools of learning and {earned men !
Who with toggue of exemplary proficiency
would sink the sacred office to the meanest a-
bility—who breaks the barriers of taste and
sanctuary decorur, by filling the consecrated
desk and its stairways with those from the
multitude who love the *“chief seats,” The
minister who conris or accepts such aid, pays to
himself a compliment of superlative severity.
He asserts Lis imbecility of wind or want ofdis-
cretion, in a more palpable mode than crdinary
cases require. And he also gives a tribute tb
the people of kis charge, that cannot fail w0 pro-
vole, in proportion to the amount of apprehen-
sion remaiuing, after delusive credubty has'led
captive the cemmon faculties. Tt is virtally
telling them that his ordinary ministrations had
graduated their shilities 10 this scandalous stan-
dard, or that he had feund ihewn incapable of
rising to any other,

It is unkind and unjust 1o the sacred profes-
sion to bid God-speed to such a man—since in
the eyes of ali discerning men it degrades it, in
proportion to the hue ang cry that accompanies
his progress. _ Bui who shall measure the evil
done a community by a singie visitation of such
an errot—depraving the public taste—arming
the tongue of scoff—giving a piercing point to
infide! ridicule—stripping religion of her comely,
well-wrought garments, to clothe her in the re-
pulsive rags of fanatic conjecture. How ittram-
ples the sncredness of God's house—robg it of

thore devout assaciations that should ballow its
walls. How it cotrupts 1he relish for simple
truth and reasonable appeal, and spreads through
all society the bane of restless, conceited, mad
faratacism. Truly— Fools will rushin. where
angels fear to tread.” EYE.

NOTICES OF MR. MILLER.

‘We recently had the pleasure of visiting Mr. M.
at his residence in Low Hampton, and to spend a
week in his family, and among his neighbers. It
was to ws a nrost interesting and profitable visit.
We took oecasion to enquire abont the “stone wall,”
the * rail fence,” and others of the ihousand and one
foolish reports circulated to injure and destroy his
influence. All we have te say about the matter, is,
that such things are not EXTERTAINED by those who
are acquainted with him and his family.

Ifhis enemies wish to be confounded, lot them go
tfo Low Hampton, N, Y.

AN “HONEST EDITOR.”
MILLER AND THE PROPHECIES.

We took a prejudice against this good man, when
he first came among us, onaccount of what we sup-
posed a glaring error in interpreting the scripture
prophecies, 0 that the world would come to an end
m 1843, We are still inclined to believe this an
error, or miscalculation; at the same time we have
overcome our prejudices against him by attending
his lectures, and learning more of the excellent
character of the man, and of the great good he has
done and is doing. Mr. Miller is a plain farmer,
and pretends to nothing more except that he has
made the scripture prophesies an intense siudy for
many years, understands some of them differently,
from most other people, and wisbed, for the good of
others, to spreacfhis views before the public. No
one cah hear him five winutes, without being con-
vineed of his sincerity, and instructed by his reason-
ing and information.” All ackmowledzé his lectures
to be replete with useful and interesting matter.
His knowledge of scripture is very estensive and
minute, that of the prophecies especially, surprising-
ly familiar. His application of the prophecies to
the great events which have taken place in the nat-
ural aod moral world, are such generally as to pro-
duce conviction of their truth, and gain the ready
assent of hiz hearers. We have reason to believe
that the preaching or lecturing of Mr Miller has
heen productive of great and extensive good. Re-
vivals have {ollowed in his train. He has been
heard.with atiention wherever he has been, although
a bigoted priesthood are opposed 1o him as the same
class were to our Savior and his apostles, and as
they are in thesc days to all moral und useful re-

form. We would give more fora Miller, than for |

a Kirk ; or an army of merely popular orators ; yet
the pulpits are closed against the former, while they
are swung wide open for the entrance of siavehold-
ing clergymen, and proud and pampered priests,
without piety or virige.

There is nothing very peculiar in the manmer or
appearance of Mr. Miller.—Both are at least equal
to the style and appearance of ministers in general.
His gestures are easy and expressive, and his per-
sonal appearance every way decorous. His scrip-
ture explanations and illustrations are strikingly
simple, natural and forcible, and the great eageiness
of the people to hear him has been manifested wher-
ever he has preached. The meeting houges in Bos-
ton have been closed against him with one or twe
exceptions. The Charden street Chapel, where he
has been lately lecturing, will hardly hold half who
press for admittance, —Lynn Record.

From the Lynn Record.

MipLer AND THE PrOFEECIES, ONCT moRE.—The
ignorance of the true character of Mr. Miller which
extensively prevails, in consequence of the malig-
nant misrepresentations, which have been industri-
ously eirculated eoncerning him, and the injustice
which we, among others, have involuntarily and ig-
norantly done him, together with the interesting

and extraordinary incidents in his life, indace vs 1o

addl a féw words in_this place relating to this re-
markablé man: W last year spbke of Mr: Miller’s
interpretation of the stripturé {fom the misrEpre:
seatations we had heard of him) as being a great
hoax, or Imposition upon the people. In our pa‘;x)[er
of February 10, we did justice jin part only:  We
now intend to complete the amende honarable due to
his name. .

‘WirLray Miipez was born in Pittsfeld, Mass.,
February 15, 1782, of course he is 59 years of age.
When f{our years old hjs father moved to Hampton;
Washingtort county, N. Vi, where he has lived 1o
the present time, except a few years in the western
part of Vermont, His means of obtaining a com-
mon school education were less than were wsually
enjoyed, yet he inproved them to the best advan-
tage, acguired an early thirst for knowledge, and
was favored wilh the means of gratifying his fond-
ness for reading, when quite young, by having ac:
cess to the libraries of several dtstinguished men in
the neighburhood. Few men have a more thorough
or correct knowledge of bistory or of seripture.

Mr. Miller wishing to undérstand thoroughly
everything he read, often asked the ministers to ex-
plain dark passages of scripinre, but seldom receiv-
ed satisfactory answers. He was told that stuch
passages were incapable of explanation. In conse-
quence of which, at theage of 22, he became a Deist
or disbeliever in the truth of Revelation. He
thought an all-tise and just God would never make
a revelation of his will which nobody could under-
stand, and then punish his creatures for disbelieving
it. 'There were fifty Deists in the small town in
which he lived. Mr, Miller continued to be a Deist
twelve years, but always had a prevailing beliel in
a future state.  He is a plain farmer. In the late
war he received a Captain’s commission, and served
two years, in which time he became thoroughly dis-
gusted with what he saw of public life. He was
afterwards Sheriff of Rutland county, Vt. In 1816
e became convinced of the truth of the Bible. The
study of the seriptures became his delight and his
employment. Tne prophecies especially engaged
his attention

Mr. Miller is naturally possessed of a_strong, vig-
orous, intelligent mind. and a remarkably retentive
raemory ; and having for twenty-five years devoted
hiz whole attentlon to the study of the Bible, he can-
not only repeat almost any passage, bnt name the
exact place, book, chapter and verse, where it ean
be found. Having also an extensive knowledge of
histovy, he can readily refer to past events, in whick
the prophecies have been fulfilled. With these re-
sources at his command, he is intrenched as in a
strong fort, and becomes a formidable foe to attack.
The clergy, aware of this, are careful not to ap-
Proach hirn, but fire their small guns at a distance.
The means they employ, mistepresentotion and
slander, are cowardly and malignant. They repre-
sent him as a wild, fgnorant fanatic, going about to
impose on the public, by alarming the ignorant, and
robbing them of their money. They shut their pul-

its against him, and warn their people to avoid

im, as they would a place of immoral resort. In
fact, they accuse him of using language as near to
indecency as he dares to go, and that his discourses
are made up of pompous rant and declamation, and
vulgar wit. T%ese accusetions are so glaringly
false—so diametrically opposite to the troth, that
all who have ever heard hiro would see at once the
falsehood of such accusations, Mr. Milleris a man
of 0o Gstentation, parade, or pretence. In his man-
ner and appearance throughout, he is humble, mod-
est, simple, and sincere, depending on facts and
scripture alone. Yet he is ofien eloguent, without
appearing to know it.

‘We have never been an advocate or defender of
Mr. Miller or his doctrine, but we like to see truth
and fairness used in argument. 'We have not beem
able ag yet to determine for ourselves as to the cor-
rectness of his views or intepretation eof Daniel’s
vision, relating to the second coming of Christ. We
have considered the coming of Christ predicted as
spritual, upon the hearts of men, and not personal
and that the millenium was to take place in this
world, Mr. Miller adduces many scripture passages
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in support of his views” But whether his interpre-
tution as to the natwre of Christ’s appearance be cor-
rect or uot, the time appears to have been accurately
caleulated, He has pudlished his calculations of
time, which appears to be plain and undeniable.

Mr. Miller published a small work on the propke-
¢ies ten or eleven years ago, which brought him
into public notice. ~About eight years since, he was
jnvited into a town, near where he lived, to lecture
or expound the scriptare, in the absence of the min-
ister, which he did with great effect. A powerful
revival of religion was the irnmediate consequence,
Since then he has been continually applied te, and
almost continually employed in the same way, and
with similar effect, without pay. His lecturing ap-
pears to have been attended with powerful effect
everywhere. He has been the instrument of more
conversions to Chiistanity, especially from Deism,
than any other man now living in these parts, He
has read Voltaire, Hume, Paine, Ethan Allen, and
made himself familiar with the arguments of De-
ists, and knows how to refute them. He is a regu-
lar member of a Baptist church in good standing,
uniformly, exemplary, amiable and unblemished in
his walk, and deserving the respect and love of every
Christian.

OUR OBJECT.

On discussing, or proposing to discuss the
subject of Christ's second coming, at hand, scare-
1y any thing is more common than the grave in-
quiry, by the acknowledged dizcipies of Christ,—
% What 1s your object?” Or “What do yon
wish to effect by the agitation of this subject?”
And thousands there are, among the mest repu-
table of the churches, that see no cause for now
bringing up the subject, any more than hereto-
{ore, before the public.  And on hearing our rea-
sons assigned for doing il, they are not backward
to reply, That there is no occasion for its being
done, assuring us that so far as they know, it is
already sufficiently discussed among other things
of importance by their minister; and that their
owa churches, at least, are doing well in the life
and power of religion ; and-searcely, if at all, be-
hind the primitive saints in their faithfully bear-
ing the cross 1o follow Christ. Butin stating
and urging this doctrine of the everlasting king-
dom at hand, we feel constrained boldly to dis-
sefit from surh assumptions, and to cail upon all
who have open eyes on this subject, to compare
ihe present love and chnformity of the chiurch to
the world, with the siate of the chureh as it was,
when Paul and Silas were scourged and impris-
oned at Phillipi, for their self-sacrificing labors
of lave in pulling sinners out of the fire, by daily
and feithfully preaching to them the soen com-
ing of * Jesus and the resurrection.” Though
many of our good brethren do not as yet see as
we do, on this subject, and we are just beginning
19 see men as trees walking ; it appears to some
of us, at least, that comparatively speaking, the
church, as a body, or in the hundreds of the sec-
tarian or broken fragments of her bedy, is now
in her Laodician state; as the overcome and
slain witnesses unburied in the street, as “bones
at the grave's mouth,” of as ¢ very many” and
“ yery dry™ in the « valley.” We also feel as-
sured that the false prophet has deceived the
dear saints, in wresting from their embrace most
of the *“exceeding great and precious promises ;"

together with their gospel armor generally, in
the famishing of their sonls, and principally by
perverting and thus withholding {rom them the
real daily bread of the gospel kingdom. At the
same timne, we are admonished that immestal
souls in every land are constanily perishing for-
ever, by thousands; and this very much in con-
sequence of the omission of the lile giving doc-
trine of the near coming of Christ and his king

dom to judge the world at the last day. There
fore, we are abundantly prepared 1o say, in an-
swer to the above common jnguiry, that our
great and special oBFzeT in our work, is, to com-
ply with the express injunction of Christ, for his
disciples to act their part in prexching the gos-
pel of the kingdom of God at hand, to all na-
tions, as soon us possible; and w comply with
the satme injunction made upon the people of
God tn the Oid Testament, again and again;
rand in language like the following—* Blow ye
the trampet in Zion, znd seund an alarm in my
holy mountain, let all the inhabitants of the land
wremble, for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is
nigh at hand."&c. (Joel it. 1-13.) In thus
doing, we wou'd also keep in view’ as a part of
our oBJECT our own eternal salvation {rom sin,
death and hell; and the same for millions of
our fellow immortals, that we and they may
“ glorify God and enjoy him forever.” J.

MORE RESOLUTIONS,

By ilie Boston Baptist Association, held at Wa-
tertown, Sept. 16—17, 1840,

Resolved, That we regard it as worthy of record,
and of devout thanksgiving, that the revivals report-
ed have so generally been commenced and sustain-
by the Spirn of God, in connexion with the stated
labors of the Pastors, aided by their respective
churches.

Resolved, 'That Br. Turesnen, in connexion with
the Clerks, he requested to prepare and publish with
the Minutes of the Association, a parrative of the
revivals within cur bounds during the past year,
giving a particular account of its general character-
istics, the means used 10 promote it, and the extent
of its results, sofar as developed, and that this nar-
rative he regarded as the Circalar to the Churches,

From Bro. 'Thresher’s repost, we give the follow-
ing extracts, After speaking of the character of
former revivals, &¢., he proceeds :—

* But in these revivals, the several churches seem
to have been, in an unusual manner, isolated. Each
one appears {0 have been pursuing its own plans:
and at a moment unexpected, God was pleased to
revive his work among them. Nor cen we learn
that any extraordinary means were used. Certain it
is, that there was no unusual amount of preaching
performed. The pastor preached to his own people,
and ordinarily but twice an the Sabbath, with per-
haps but one leeture on 2 wesk day’s evening.”

“ 8o faras we can learn, nospecidl prominence
has been given, in the bestowment of the divine
blessing, To ANY PARTICULAE INSTRUMENTALITY.”

Remarks, 1. Why is Bro. T. so particular ta
give all the eredit of these revivals to the Pastors
and churches? The answer is this: Mr Miller
had been chiefly instrumental ir three of the great-
estrevivalsreported in their letters to the Association.
In order to destroy Mr. Miller's influence, he at-
tributes the revivals to other causes.

2. Why does he deny that * any particular instru-

mentality was blessed of “ Ged in the revivals that|

were teporied :” iwhen the letter from the churches
in Watertown, Cambridgeport, and Littleton dis-
tinctly siated that Mr. Miller's labors were chief-
ly instrumental in the revivals in these places.

3. And why did he say that no “extraordinary
means were used;” when in fact, Mr. M. had,
in all the above named places, given full coursesof
his lectures to listening crowds?

There is no reason that can be given for this one-
sided and jesuitical report, but jin the determination
of the opponents of the doctrine of the secoud aduent
near, to withhold, so far as they can, a knowledge
of the good effects of that doctrine from the people,
and jesuitically attribute its good fruits to other
causes !

Mz. Mirrer v Anxpover. Mr. M, closed his
lectures in Andover on the 2d inst. The immediate
effect was power{u), and salutary upon saints and
$inners. Many were awakencd, and several were
converted. Among the converts was one Deist. A
full aceount hereafter.

He is now (March 8th,) Tecturing in the Marl-
bore’ Chapel, to multiindes whe fiock to hear. He
commences in Fairhaven, Mass., the 13th inst,

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

The First No. of the second voleme of the Signs
of the Times, on the second Advent, will be issued
the first of April pvext. And will he jublished the
first and fifteenth of every month, a one dollar <
year in advance. Office 14, Devonshire St.

Wm, Miller, T. Litch, H. D. Ward, Henry Jones,
and others will write {or the paper. Alse, James
A. Begg of Glasgow, Scotland, and other writers on
the prophecies in Great Britian.

J. V. HIMES.
Boston March, 12, 1841.

Second Advent Beoks.

QSES A. DOW, at the Nowlh End Bockslore, 204

Hanover street, intends to make his store a general
depot for Books aml Pediodicals of the above character,
whete they may be had at the lawest prices, wholesale and
retail,  He hus now 1he foliowing:

SCRIPTURFE SEARCHER, By Rev. H. Jones.

MILLER’S LECTURES on the Secand Coming of
Chiist about 1843,

ADDRESS TO THE CLERGY. By Rer. J. Liwch,
FLEMING'S SYNOPSIS of the Evidences of the Socond
Cuoming of Cheist in 1813,

PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION of the Holy
Seriptures. By Rev. H. Junes.

GLAD TIDINGS. By Henry D. Ward.

PRESENT CRI=IS, or a Correspondence between the
Signs of the Present 1imes and the Peclaration of Holy
Writ, By Rev. Joho Hooper, of England. 24 cdition, 18mo.

WORD OF WARNING in the Lart Days.
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. By Folsom and

Truair.*

Also, Bibles, Hymn Books, Prayer Rovks, Schaol Boeks,
Blank Bouks, and Stationery, und every sdrticle usually kept
in n Bovkstore,

A Orders for Books, or in refation to the SIGNS OF
THE TIMES, may be left at the abore phice, (if by mail
post paid) which will be promptly attended to,  6m—o21

Ac¢count Books.

HE Subscriber manutacteres 1o order, and Keeps eot-
stantly on hand ntche NORTH END- BOGKS’{Z:)RE;
204 Hanover St.Blank Books of every description ¢ Ledgers,
Journals, Doy Books, Waste Books, from § quirs down
1,.in Russiai,g.eep, amd ha¥f bindmgs. Joag, 'wide, and duir=
4 iAoy Momsatriptt, Moo ousee Books; P
ooks, [by tht gross, dozen, or single,} -Writing - Josiie, ¢
&e. | Also perfecs, Roled Leter, Paw,%!;&?’ff i
Also, STATIONERY of every descrifitigl’ <" ™



